THE   CAfcOLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
These troops, however, were not obedient to orders received
from Byzantium. Isolated from the seat of power, and without any
contact with it, they did not obey the Exarch of Ravenna, or even
the Emperor. In 692, when Pope Sergius refused to affix his signa-
ture at the foot of the instruments of the Council in Tmllo, which
contained clauses that were opposed to the usages of Rome,
Justinian n gave orders that he was to be arrested and brought to
Constantinople. But the Roman militia rebelled, and it was only
thanks to the Pope's intercession that the Imperial delegate was not
put to death.
Thus, although Rome was included in the Empire, the Pope
enjoyed a de facto independence. He was at once the religious and
military and civil head of the city. But he acknowledged the
Imperial connection; and as a matter of fact it very greatly increased
his authority, since the Emperor regarded him as the first personage
in the Church; while he, on the other hand, did not renounce his
headship of the universal Church, of which the greater part, since
the conquest of Africa and Spain, consisted of the Oriental provinces.
Thus the momentary rupture which followed the incident of
692 was desired neither by the Pope nor the Emperor. The last
Pope to be received in the capital of the Empire had the greatest
honour shown to him: it is recorded that the Emperor prostrated
himself before him and kissed his feet,1 and once more an arrange-
ment was entered into which satisfied both parties. Peace was
restored.
However, the old quarrel between the Orthodox and the Mono-
thelists was revived from time to time. In 711 the advent of the
Monothelist Emperor Philippicus provoked riots in Rome. And,
on the other hand, the temporal authority of the Emperor in Italy
was becoming weaker and weaker. In 710 the troops at Ravenna
revolted; the Exarch was killed, and replaced by a leader elected by
the troops themselves.2 This called for vigorous intervention on the
part of die Empire. But the death of Justinian II (711) marked the
1	vasiiiev, op. cit.9 vol. I, p. «97-
2	HARTMANN, Op. tit., Vol. II, pp. 77~?8.
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